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REMARKS 

Office ActLon, the Examiner withdrew the finality of the prior 
iliitation of allowability of claims 4 and 5 in view of a newly 

jrejected claims 1, 2 and 5 under 35 U.S.C. §l02(e) as being 
i^aient 6,190>793), The Examiner also indicated that claims 6, 


then 


By this Amendment, claimp 
amended to include patentable 
antecedent basis. Claims 3, 4, 8, 
previously withdrawn firom coiiside] 
17, 2003. Allowable claims 6, 1 
changes to the immediate prior 


under 35 U.S,C. §l02(e) as being 


il, 2 and 5 are amended. Independent claims 1 and 5 are 
lin^itatioxis- Dependent claim 2 is amended to provide proper 
i! and 1 1 were previously canceled. Claims 14-26 were 
j^tion in the Response To Restriction Reqmremeat filed June 
12 and 13 previously presented with markings to indicate 
-^^ are re-presented with the markings removed, 


version J 


Claiin Rejections - 35 XJ.S.C, §102 


Pursuant to paragr^hs 2 an^ 3 of the OJEEce Action, claims 1, 2 and 5 stand rejected 


anticipated by Barton et al. The Examiner asserts tiiat Barton 


etal. discloses "a structure tiut meets all the limitations recited in the body of the claim." Th© 
Examiner admits that Bartonet al . ^e$ not disclose a fiber management fi^e, but explain^ that 
patentable weight is not being giv'en to the preamble because the body of the claim does not 
recite structure having anyrelatioaihip to fiber management. In particular, the Examiner astserts 
that Barton et al, "discloses a strulcllure comprising a suppott 565, a pair of tension members 585 
spaced apart firom one another an i Extending toward the support member 565, and a handle 580 
interconnecting the pair of tension pnembers S85. The tension members 585 exert a force having 
a component directed toward the sijpport 565. Although Barton etal. does not disclose the 
element 580 as a handle, it can b^ viewed as a handle because it can be manipulated with a hand. 


... Also, the tension members in 


^fcde an upturned lip to faciUtate lifting of the tension 
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the rejection for at least the follo>ving reasons. 


Independent claim 1 is amended h^ein to recite that the tension members are elastic and retain 
at least one optical fiber connection^tray between the tension members and the support, la 
addition, claim 1 is amended to clsrilfy that the handle is ad^ted for displacing the tension 
mhers relative to the support, ikdependent claim 5 is amended herein to recite that the at least 


one tension member is elastic and 
tension members and the support. 


retains at least one optical fiber connection tray between the 
In addition, claim 5 is amended to clarify that the upturned lip 
facilitates lifting of the tension mejtriber relative to the support. Dependent claim 2 is amended 
herein to provide proper antecedent basis for the pair of tension members. 


Barton et al. does not disclpSe a structure having one or more tension members for 
retaiimig at least one optical fiber wjiuxection tray. la addition, tike "handle" 580 of the garton et 
al stracture is not adapted for disiilicing ttie tension membffl:s(s) relative to the support 565. 
Thus, independent claim 1 is pateulikble. Claim 2 depends directly fiiom patentable base claim 1, 
and thus, is likewise allowable foil sit least the same reasons. Ind^endent claim 5 is patentable 
for the same reason that Barton et al. does not disclose at least one tension member for retainii^ 
at least one optical fiber connectioni tray, Accordingly, Applicants respectfully request the 
Examiner to withdraw the lejecticm of claims 1, 2 and 5 under 35 U.S.C, §102(€). It should be 
further noted tibiat Bruckner et al. ])r|evionsly ^plied against independent claims 1 and 5 does not 
disclose one or more elastic tension members. 

kllowabLe Subject Matter 

Pursuant to paragraphs 4 itild 5 of tiie Office Action, claims 6, 7, 9, 12 and 13 stand 
allowed. Applicants gratefully ackiiowledge the Examiner's indication of allowable subject 
matter and the accompanying statement of reasons for allowance. Claims 1, 2 and 5 are 
patentable for at least the reasons ^ated herein. Claims 3, 4, 8, 10 and 1 1 ate canceled and 
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claims 14-26 are withdraxvn from Jxiijlher consideration. As a result, this Amendment places the 
application in condition for immec i^ 
the Examiner to issue a Notice of 


iite allowance. Accordingly, Applicants respectfully request 
owability for tixe pending claims 1, 2, 5-7, 9, 12 and 13. 


CONCLUSION 


In view of the foregoing ame]|idments and remarks. Applicants submit that the pending 
claims 1, 2, 5-7, 9, 12 and 13 are i|4entable and that the application is in condition for immediate 
allowance. This Amendment is beiijig timely filed and no new claims are presented for 
examination. Thus, no fees are believed to be due. Regardless, the Examiner is autiiorized to 
charge any required fees, includiagjaihy fe© for excess claims or any fefe for an extension of time not 
already accounted for, to Deposit ^^.cbount No, 19-2167. The Examiner should credit toy 
overpayment of fees to Deposit Ac count No. 19-2167. 

The Examiner is encourag^dlto telephone the undersigtxed directiy to discuss the merits of 
this ^plication and thereby resolve any outstanding issues in order to expedite passage of the 
application to allowance. 

Respectfully submitted. 


Dated: June 23. 2004 



Christopher C. Dremann (36,504) 
Attorney for Applicants 
Registc^onNo. 36,504 
P.O. Box 489 
Hickoiy,NC 28603 
Telq)hone: 828/901-5904 
Facsimile: 828/901-5206 
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